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5) I spoke with Scott Wolf in Governor Bruce Sundlun's
office: [(401)277-2850 Ext 321] -~ apparently he and
the Governor will fly into D.C. on Friday (10/15) to
meet with Secretary Pena and Joan Malatorres to solicit
DOT's help to ensure full cooperation in preserving
Rhode Island's freight rail system as a passenger rail
electrification on the North Corridor. They would like

~/ to discuss this issue with you also. If you're willing
\Dﬁﬁwéphesevare the options: . ‘

E )l A
uuC*V” \ 4 - @) meet with the prior to their meeting at ,QQQﬁt‘
ok DOT) . ot 103
vR}UUW& b) drop by their meeting at DOT . *
c) meet with them at the WH after 3:45 p.m. et Sl
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Frel ght forwardm

Rail mlght is an sssencial part of the m—
frastructure of any successful econamy. [t is
capecially crucial in the maintenance of a
thriving manufacturing sector, the founda.
tion of any long-term prosperity. And yet
New England hes allowed {ts network to de.
cline,

Look at Rhode Island alone: More than
120 miles of tracks have beet abandoned,
four miles since 1990, Only 12 lives with 146
miles of track remain in use, and 50 of those
are on Amtrak's Boston-New York line. And
on remaining hines, a highly destructive de-
ferral of maintenance of tracks and struce

tures has further eroded the competitiveness *

of freight service in the area.
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of goods rtifictally ess compeRive.

And now the region faces the problem
-~ - - -
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posed by Amtruk's plans to electrify — at
loug last - it¢ Boston-New Haven tracks
over the next five years so that 160-m.p.h.
trains can lop 90 minutes off the present
4ig-nour Boston:New York run. The
changes will reduce the vertical clearance
for Lralng, thus preventing new rail cars car-
rylng cArgo coatainers stacked 2014 feet
nigh from using lines around here, And {ast-
er Amtrak traing could also relegate slow-
moving freight trafus to 8 few hours a night.
Tor the good of the economy, the re.
glg_n's ufficials should push o obtain ude.
‘funding From the foderal §overnment,
so y that freight lines capabie of Bandling the
ngw cars can be Bullt; presumably right riext
to_the pasmes wbngfﬁir'anm
can be eFe necessary., Federal
‘Tunding s app: i the aabaantial
intersmate commerce involved, At the same
tme, Rhode Istand should consider changing
the taxes that discriminate againat rajiroads,

Most consumers are hardly aware any

. more of the lmportance of refl freight to-

jobe, the environment and low prices. It's
tims to remady this,
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Study to seck ways of u
road fre 3ght service in R.L

%

WASHlNuTDN in wnat Rep.
Jack Reed caliea “an important first
* toward ensuring moedemn
freight gervice in Rbods island, a
House panel has oraereg a swdy of
the matter by Amtcuk and the Prov-
idence & Worcester Railroad,
Among others.

Repd Ang otlver fred t boostars
have warmed that freight may be
left behind in the ning of the
Northesst Corridoy raeil lnes for

. high-speed passenger service.

At Reat’s request, the House Ap-
propriatous Committee asked for a
sudy of possible colutions to the
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{reight problem In the fine print of
118 report on the multihillion.dollar
traneportation epanding bill for fiss
cal [994. The bill Is headed for
Huuunom'mion this summer.
mads 80 move (o
ralee any ot the arumaed $100 mil
Uon it would ‘cont for the Improve-
mentd nesded 10 enaire freight ser.
vice 10 the Quonset Polnt-Uavisvilla
industrial ares.

The required improvements in-
cluds a third rall iine along the corri-
dor in Rnhode Island to create &
right-of-way for slow.moving
(raight hegide the high-speed pase
senger lne,
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NJ. Who controls the federal rallroad puras
confideat Lautenberg wiil use his clout 10 Ixip mave
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‘ e is vital to the state's economie futum. :
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Continued from Page E-1

project by Amitrak 10 electrity {ts
passenger rails betwesn Boeton and
New Waven will endanger P&W's
freight sarvice to Rhode 1sland busi-
nesses.

.The state sees continued and ox-
panded {reight service ag a key (o its
plané 10 (ure Dusinesses 1o Davise
ville, which the stats wants Lo de.
velop as an aurtomobite port.

Amtrak plans t0 more than dou-
ble its passenger service once elec-
trification i {inished, and PRW says
that will squeeze freight service off
the existing rail line. I, therefors,
wants a third rail built for freight
travel. But it also worries that Am.
trak will erect power lines and poics
taking space that couid be used for
the third rail,

Sundiun, ajong with Sen. Cla-
vorne, Pell, who arranged yester-
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day's meeting, and Sen, John H.
Chafee, axked Lautenberg to get
Amirsk o Include the third rail in
its design pians for the electrificar
tion project.

Lautenberg said he would speak
with Amurak officlals and Federal
Rallroad Administration officlals,
Sunidun said.

He saié¢ Lautenberg agreed to put
languoge in & subcomumittes report
that would urge Amtrak t incivda
the third rail in 118 electritication ae-
sign. The report would be part of A
Senate transportation spanding biil
for 1894, which the Senate appro-
priations trensportation subcommits
tee will take up next week. Lauten.
berg chairs the subcommittes.

Sundiun said he will giso confer
with Transportation Socretary Fe-
derico Pena about the matter.

The Houss yesterday passed its

own verion of a 1854 transportation
spending bill that includes roport
language urging Amirak to coopars
ate with PAW and the swace on the
treight [baue. The language was in-
troducwd by Rep. Jack Reed.

Dante Boffi Ir., director of the

swate departmvat of tranoportation,
said the state eatimstes that devel.
oping Davisville as a port and ex-
punding [reight service could creats
15.000 new jobs for Rhods lsiand,
contribute $420 miilion (0 the state's
economy and bring in §13 million in
#tale tAX revenues.

Sundiun sald he asked lLauten.
berg for no money t help pay for
the design work for the third rall,
which could cost up 10 $10 miilion.
The actus third rail construction
could cust ax much as $100 million.

Boffl sald the state has aircady
put up §780,000 of fedaral highway
money it received 0 pay for a re
quired sudy to learn the project's
cifects on the environmaent.

Sundiun said that. if the Amtrak
pian finalty soes Include the third
rall, in its electrification design, then
he would start lasking for money to
pay for design work. He sald money
could come from the state, federal
government, PLAW and businesses
that would benefit from the rail ex-
pangion.
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October 15, 1993

Carol Rasco

Mike Schmidt

Governor Sundlun's Visit

This memo gives some background information on Governor Sundlun's visit
with us today. As I understand it, while the Governor may want to discuss a
number of issues related to freight rail funding and policy, the overriding topic of
discussion is likely to center around the following:

Amtrack is planning over the next five years to electrify their rail
tracks along the Boston—-New Haven route. This upgrade will allow
passenger trains to run at speeds up to 150 mph and will eventually
cut 60 - 90 minutes off of the present 4.5 hour journey.
Unfortunately, this electrification project will adversely affect the
freight rail traffic that presently uses the same tracks. Sundlun
wants the government to help pay to build a third rail alongside the
newly electrified passenger rails that will allow freight trains to run
alongside the passenger trains.

Governor Sundlun met on Wednesday with Senator Lautenberg, who
controls the federal railroad appropriations process, to pitch this
"third rail" project. According to the press, Lautenberg agreed to put
language in a subcommittee report that would urge Amtrak to
include the third rail in its electrification project. This report would
be part of the 1994 Senate transportation spending bill, which the
Senate is scheduled to take up next week. The House version of the
transportation spending bill passed earlier this week, and included
similar supportive language.

It is estimated that this third rail upgrade, coupled with other
ongoing infrastructure programs, could bring in $420 million to Rhode
Island and up to 15,000 new jobs.
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